[Formation of mixed colonies by progenitor cells of chronic myeloid leukemia cultured in vivo].
The clonal growth of multipotential progenitor cells of chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) in diffusion chamber implanted into peritoneal cavity of neutropenic and anemic rats was assessed. CML precursors formed in methylcellulose culture enriched with medium conditioned by phytohemagglutinin activated lymphocytes mixed neutrophilic-erythroid colonies, in number significantly higher then normal cells. Mixed colonies produced by CML cells, in contrast to the normal precursors, contained also macrophages, eosinophils and megakaryocytes. We conclude that modified diffusion chamber culture technique may be a suitable tool for multipotential progenitor study in CML.